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A Sustainable Verdugo Hills Golf Course is Possible

Community supporters say a public purchase of the VHGC is more than about saving what is there now.
The VHGC and extended property have the possibility of providing even more recreational opportunities and
more access to open space and would serve the entire region.

By Karen Keehne Zimmerman

A few weeks ago a small group of community members walked the Verdugo Hills Golf Course
property with David Somers, Environmental Review Coordinator for the City of Los Angeles.
Somers, who is overseeing the Environmental Impact Report, requested the site tour. He wanted
to see this golf course he had been reading about in the public comment letters submitted for the
EIR. For someone who doesn'’t play golf, | jumped at the opportunity to tag along and see the
property for myself. | wasn't disappointed.



Before walking the 18-hole golf course we sat down under the oak trees which shelter the picnic
tables near the starter window. We talked about the history of the area, studied aerial views of the
property, and discussed the EIR process. As we walked the course Rich Toyon, a VHGC
Committee member, talked about Audubon International’s Signature plan for sustainable golf
courses, a plan that promotes ecologically sound land management and water conservation.
Viewing the extended property Rich pointed out some of the possibilities for additional kinds of
recreation, referring to the design he created suggesting ways in which the property could become
a regional park.

And that, in large measure, is what | saw that day...the possibilities for the Verdugo Hills Golf
Course. | can tell you first hand, walking the golf course is great exercise! No golf carts on this
course. While hiking the existing maintenance trail it was easy to imagine an improved trail
system offering community members more opportunities to enjoy the open space, wildlife habitat,
and a good hike. Viewing the parcels of undeveloped land just north of the golf course Rich
pointed out other recreational prospects, including tennis courts and a small park area running
parallel to the Blanchard Canyon channel. At a time when recreational parkland is in seriously
short supply, the Verdugo Hills Golf Course property could be expanded for even more recreational
enjoyment.

During the last year community members have voiced their support for saving the golf course.
They do not want a 229 unit housing development in its place. Our elected officials have been
listening. Last November Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich pledged $1.7 million
towards the purchase of the golf course. Los Angeles City Councilmember Wendy Greuel has
brought together staff members of the City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles, Glendale and
the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy to look into ways of funding a purchase.

The developer has expressed interest in selling the property. Progress is being made; however, a
public purchase is not a sure thing. Our community needs to continue spreading the word and
building support for the Verdugo Hills Golf Course and Regional Park. Considering what is at
stake, it would be a shame to let it slip away.

Editors Note: Ms. Zimmerman is a community activist and member of the ‘Save the Verdugo Hills
Golf Course Committee’.



